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Dear Provost: 
  
We, the undersigned, are social science and humanities professors from around the globe who are 
very concerned about the possible violations of academic freedom, free speech and professional 
conduct committed by administrators at Appalachian State University [ASU]. We write in 
support of Dr. Jammie Price, an esteemed sociologist, scholar and teacher, who was recently 
placed on administrative leave following a number of highly suspicious actions on the part of 
ASU administrators. We strongly urge that Dr. Price be reinstated immediately and suggest that 
continued violations of academic freedom and free speech at ASU will undoubtedly be looked at 
unkindly by professional associations and accreditation agencies alike. 
  
Without restating the entire case, recent correspondence from the ASU administration suggests 
that a small handful of student complaints (4) have resulted in the administration’s action. These 
complaints were specifically about two classes taught by Dr. Price. On March 2nd, Dr. Price wore 
a T-shirt that suggested she would take part in a demonstration that day protesting the college’s 
decision to reinstate student athletes who had been found guilty of sexual assault and initially 
suspended by an ASU student/faculty court. When asked about it, she used the opportunity (as 
any fine teacher would) to further a previous classroom discussion on institutional racism, sexism 
and how structural conditions impacted what seemed like very local and personal issues on 
campus. This is classic sociological pedagogy and evidence of good teaching practices in an 
introduction to sociology class. Her shirt itself was also an exercise in free speech. However, a 
student complained to administrators that Dr. Price was disparaging student athletes and creating 
a hostile climate in the classroom, and they overreacted, warning her not to address the topic 
again.  
  
On March 7th, Dr. Price decided to show an acclaimed documentary entitled, The Price of 
Pleasure: Pornography, Sexuality and Relationships. While some may find the film controversial, 
it is produced and distributed by the Media Education Foundation, a mainstream educational film 
company. A few years ago, ASU sponsored Professor and scholar, Michael Kimmel, who had 
recommended the film. Dr. Price had gotten the film from the ASU film library. According to 
ASU administrators, three students complained about the film and its subject matter, complaining 
it made them uncomfortable. They argued that Dr. Price didn’t properly warn them about the 
material beforehand and didn’t “set up” the film properly. 
  



It is not our intention to question or negate the students’ genuine feelings and frustrations. It is, 
however, a professional administrator’s responsibility to understand the history and context of 
such student concerns and recognize what a seasoned teacher and scholar might do in an 
introduction to sociology classroom. In this particular case, it appears that the subject, material, 
lesson and presentation were well within the realm of mainstream sociological practice and 
pedagogy, and ASU administrators not only overreacted, but have imposed a punishment and 
protocol that violate basic academic freedom and constitutional rights to free speech. 
  
We ask again that Dr. Price be reinstated to active, full faculty status immediately. We also 
believe the administration owes Dr. Price an apology for such knee-jerk responses to student 
complaints. In challenging intellectual courses, especially in the humanities and social sciences, 
students may often feel a sense of discomfort because difficult subjects are broached and long 
held beliefs challenged. This is, of course, the job of good teachers. The difficulty and sometimes 
misunderstanding of some students and their sense of frustration (and also growing sense of 
entitlement) in being challenged are some of the reasons why academic freedom and tenure are so 
important in higher education. But one hopes that professional administrators would recognize 
these situations for what they are and support faculty instead of scapegoating them. The student 
athletes in question had their suspensions reinstated. While many of us and others show the Price 
of Pleasure in class.  
  
We also understand that the national office of the American Association of University Professors 
sent a letter of sanction to Appalachian State in response to these matters. Nearly every 
professional sociological organization sent Appalachian State a letter of sanction, including the 
American Sociological Association where President Erik Olin Wright noted that this is “a matter 
of grave concern to us all.” The Chronicle of Higher Education covered the story, as did 
InsideHigherEd. Every day that Dr. Price remains on administrative leave is another 24 hours of 
injustice, and another day that Appalachian State loses rank and prestige among sister institutions 
of higher education.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
1. Corey Dolgon, Stonehill College 
2. Jeff Will, University of North Florida 
3. Egla Martinez, Carleton University 
4. Cathy Zimmer, UNC-Chapel Hill 
5. Mark Frezzo, University of Mississippi 
6. Rodney Coates, University of Miami, Ohio 
7. David Embrick, Loyola university 
8. Jolyon Wurr, University of Chicago 
9. Dana Greene, UNC Chapel Hill 
10. Talmadge Wright, University of Chicago 
11. Alan Spector, Purdue University—Calumet 
12. Keri Iyall-Smith, Suffolk University 
13. Dale W. Wimberley, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
14. Christopher Ellison, University of Texas--San Antonio 
15. Douglas Parker, California State University, Long Beach 
16. George Snedeker, SUNY College at Old Westbury 
17. Michael Weinstein, University of Hawaii 
18. James Pennell, University of Indianapolis 
19. Celia Winkler, University of Montana 
20. Bruce Friesen, University of Tampa 


